
Oswestry Ramblers – Ploughing and 
Cropping Inspections – 2019 

We are seeking volunteers to inspect path and report on potential blockages due to the non-

clearance of crops. 

There are three categories: 

 Persistent Offenders that have been previously recorded. For these Maps will be supplied 

showing where the paths have previously been blocked 

 Persistent Offenders that have not previously come to our notice but are probably known of 

by volunteers in the very local area. We need to record these and report them to the Council 

so that action can be taken to ensure that the paths are cleared 

 Offenders encountered by chance when walking or checking. Again we need to record these 

and report them to the Council. 

The Law 
It is an offence to plough any field edge public right of way and cross field Restricted Byway or BOAT. 

It is possible to plough cross field footpaths and bridleways; however there is a statutory period 

within which the public right of way has to be reinstated. Reinstatement means marking the route 

clearly on the ground and making the surface reasonably convenient for public usage. The statutory 

period is 14 days for the first disturbance and 24 hours for any further disturbance such as 

harrowing or drilling. Upon application the Council can grant an extension of that period not 

exceeding 28 days. Highways Act 1980 Section 134  

Where a crop (other than grass) has been sown across land with a public right of way the 

owner/occupier has a duty to ensure that the line of the right of way is indicated to not less than its 

minimum width and to ensure that a growing crop does not encroach onto this line during the 

growing season. Failure to comply with this duty is an offence. Highways Act 1980 Section 137A The 

Statutory minimum width for reinstatement is that which is defined in the Definitive Statement that 

accompanies the Definitive Map. In the absence of a Definitive Statement for a route the following 

statutory minimum widths apply in metres:  

 Field Edge Cross Field 

Footpath  1.5m  1m  

Bridleway  3m  2m  

Restricted Byway & Byway 
Open to all Traffic  

3m  5m 

 

As well as the legal position, landowners have a responsibility to ensure that they comply with the 

law as part of their single payment agriculture payments (subsidies); otherwise known as Cross 

Compliance. Failure can result in a reduction in the subsidy payment. 



The landowner has the responsibility to clear any vegetation encroaching from the side or above. 

The Council (Highway Authority) is responsible for the surface of the path, hence it being an offence 

for a landowner to obstruct a path with a growing crop. 

Oswestry Group Territory 
Covers the following Parishes: 

Oswestry Whittington Knockin` 

Oswestry Rural Llanyblodwell Kinnerley 

Selattyn and Gobowen Llanymynech and Pant Cockshutt 

Weston Rhyn Welshampton and Lyneal Ruyton XI Towns 

St Martins Melverley West Felton 

Ellesmere Urban Ellesmere Rural Hordley 

Process 
Note that inspections will need to be carried out at regular intervals until such time as we are sure 

that a path is clear. Crops can be sown at any time from early March until mid-June (Maize etc.). It 

will also be necessary to inspect again in the autumn/ early winter as frequently a second crop is 

sown.  

I will co-ordinate the inspections and reports and then report them through to Shropshire Council 

 The Volunteer inspects the path (or notes details if a new blockage) and reports if a crop has 

been sown or not (if not then a re-inspection will be required a few weeks later) 

 Note details of which section (ideally by Grid Ref) of path is affected  

 Notes details of the type of crop if possible (Cereal, Maize, Potato, Beet etc) 

 If possible take a photo of the obstruction 

 Send the results of all inspections to Peter Carr (01691 780722/ 07789 808825) 

footpaths@oswestryramblers.org.uk 

I must emphasise that we are not seeking for volunteers to have any discussions or interactions 

with land owners; that is the Council responsibility. If a situation shows any signs of being 

confrontational, leave and report to me 

Peter Carr 
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